MUSIC REVIEW

The Mosquitos: Ready for bigger stings

By Wayne Hobins
1§ were an ALR exscutive for a rec-

Mow" on the tiny, independently-dis-
tribiated Valhalla labed, and one song,
"Darm Well," on the
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The Mosquitcs” set at the Lone Star
Thursday ndght showed that the band,
which formed in the Hantington area
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bigger things band was ari
ginally affilisted with the paychedelic
pop revival of m few years ago, but the
Moaguites have whiely reflased o ba
typecast as  genre cult act. They've
refined their presentation and wi-
dened their stylistic horizons without
sacrificing a bracing, energelic edge
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thea 65" seema like a naive Lsenage
resnantie trefle wntil Brescin ruises the
stakes with & throwaway phrase. In
thiy mndddle of & line, he sneaks in the
phrase “a [ililky socret, darling.” and
suddenly the pttfm takes on A
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with fresh images. an architectural
senay of structure, and the kind of
hook that was made 1o Blast from car

Brescia's vision, the
oiher Mosguitcs play with intenabty
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ments rather than over-
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Yox and Farfisa organ siyle of 15060s
paychedelic rock. lain Morrison and
Mitch Towse on bass and drums pro-

vide & tauat flexible rhythmic bot-
tom, while 6 Prisco joins Brescis
om the poitar front line.

The result is & soand that fnds mew
twisla on old reots, not unlike Elvia
Costells’s group. the Attractions, And
spoaking of roots, the Mosqulics pep-
pered thelr sot with oldies that re-
vealed a healthy perspective: Any
band that can effortleasly sntwine the
1560s rock classic “Shakin® All Over,”
Ray Charles’ "Unchain My Heart™ and
(reorge Ceershwin's "1t Adn't Neosssar-
ily Sa° with it own fresh material is
roally onto something.

The Smilthereens were a flne chobos
to share the bill with the Masgaites.
They're similarly tad, hard-
edped, and unpretentious. IF the Mos-
quitos seem ko be a contem

blend of Beatles and Blues

tharesns songs mads somelimses
simulianecas references to Erie Bar-
don and the Animals, the Byrds and
ithe Clash.

Depending on which way you leok at
it, it's either folk-rock with & pile-driv-
ing edge or post-punk with an uncom-
mon - appreciation of meledy. A

baisas line was the Smither.
oEna trademark. And
m wiith chord in the
Emﬂnw mady o &R-
ticipate relish their ferthoeming
wlbure on the Enigma labsl. 1
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