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THE RAYBEATS
THE MOSQUITOS
Irving Plaza, New York
Tickets $10

THE RAYBEATS HAVE BEEN a New
York club favorite for about five
years now, but it was obvious from
the ovation for the openers that
many were here on Feb. 1 to catch
the Mosquitos. There has been
quite a—excuse the pun—buzz
around town for this Long lIsland
quintet, and their set at Irving Plaza
suggested that they may be the most
exciting new pop band in town.
The Mosquitos take their main
cue from the ’60s Merseybeat
sound. Lead vocalist/songwriter
Vance Brescia is often- reminiscent
of the Hollies’ Alan Clarke: He’s a
natural master of melody, has a

sharp lyrical sense, and knows how
to pace a set. The band, meanwhile,
supports him with impeccably
arranged harmonies that draw from
the likes of the Byrds and the
Zombies.

But the Mosquitos aren’t just
another neo-'60s band. Original
tunes like “l Know A Secret,” “I
Apologize” and “Darn Well” (which
leads off the new ROIR cassette
album ‘“‘Garage Sale!’’) easily
outshone the band’s covers of '60s
classics like “Kicks” and “Hang On
Sloopy.” With an indie EP due
imminently, one suspects that the
Mosquitos’ bite will be far-reaching.

Jeff Tamarkin






Mosquitos buzz into town

By Claudia Perry
Theses-Dispatch stalf writer

With beach music, psychedelia and
other musical styles that were preva-
bent in the '60s making a comeback, it
was grobably inevitable that garage
basids_dould bave their turn in the

%M kids heard the
LIGEg Of the Searchers, the Beatles and
and the Pacemakers, they took
garages and tried 1o approxi-
roste the nasal singing style and the
Jarely Ruitars prevalent in England

aware of

m..
e pop bend that tosd up on

a Bsette compilation of garage
bands arage Sale”
g are
ol
open around £:3) pm
Nabge Brescla, who writes most of
the band's songs, says he wasn't con-
M trying for that raw, garage
on the tion track,
Du.'-len'
~1 bad these songs and Just wantod
to-do them,” Brescia sald. “I dida't
Inkpng for them to sound like a garage
band:df you listen to the record, it
SOQAQE_ more modern.
*F'mvnot ashamed to be labeled ‘a
gacage band.” That's to our advan-

uilty. Doors

(ROIR A-135)
Rock-

tage, because it's very popular right
mow. You can tell we listen to that
stufl, but we're not a period plece. We
have more of a pop approach™

Since the cassette was released, the
Moaguitos have put ost an EP, “That
Was Then, This Is Now™ (Valhalla
VXS-6004). The band ussally plays in
and around Manhattan asd, occasicn-
Iy, upstate New York.

“We're trying to hook =p a tour and
£0 out of town more,” Brescia sald.
“We wast to play around, then go
back in the stodio, record some more
and then make the approach [to larg-
er record labels)”

wmmmmm
nervy for & band with six recorded
so0gs to be headlining shows Brescia
sadd there's worc to the band 4ban
what's on viawl

lovwnumoleol'\n'e-mll'a
not even the most of what we are.
Nobody really knows who we are, so
we don't wanst to give them a dooble
altem like some people.”™

Brescia wrote all the songs on the
EP, two of them were written with
Ed Davis. He said his function in the
bhand is songwriter.

“As of now, we're not dolng anyooe
clse’s songs, but it doesa’t mean we

would sell my and
college. 1 " out no
where. We 't have a same ke

Jaycees slate run
in Brandermill

The Brandermill Jaycees will hold
a Sve-kilometer run for the benefit of
mwwmm

9 Aug. 24 beginaing and ending
::;:m&mnhm

Advance registration is §5 and reg-
istratica the day of the race s 36
Further iaformatica is  available
from 353-7131.
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GETTING STUNG

BY THE MOSQUITOS
By Sury Creamcheese

To celebrate the release of their debut effort,
That War Thew, This Iy Now, (Valhalla
Records) ihe Long lsland-based Mosguitos
hosted a record releass carnival, Manhatian's
infamous dancehall, Irving Plazs, provided the
setting while the Mosquitos creabed the scene.
And what s scene if was! The ubully staid b
was vividly transformed wpon entering; Mos-
quitos balksons-of-your-cholce filked the kobbry
and a maypole aftached with a glganth: sgn
beckoned, ““welcome!"

Following up the stairs—the walls of which
were inundsted with Mosguitos posters
chronicling the “'thes and mow " of the bandy'
four year history—only hinted &t the enchant-
ment within, The cavernous ballroom had
become & magical festival, the ke of which
you fondly remember from yesteryear.

There were games and cotion candy, hoi
dogs and more balloons. Multi-colored
sireamers lined the skyhigh ceiling, while car-
nival music blared through the speakers. A
“Rembrandi® painted faces, while a clown
rode om & unkcycle and & snake charmer chanm-
ed the socks of the daring with a (dom "t worry,
folks!) fake boa constricior. A pie eating con-
tewt (ugh!) ensued and — quick, one, two, three
— the sreamers were cul from their second
flioor heights, encircling the audience below
{like New Year's!) and the Mosquilos were on!

‘The uninitinted should know thai the bMos-
guitos were recently included om the
Goldmine,/ ROIR compilstion, Garage Sails!
Taking their coe from the ‘608 Mersey beat
sound, the Mosquitos blend harmonious pop
sengibilities with a decidedly "B0s edge.

- 2,

The Mosquitos

With: the release of That Was Then, This Is
Mow, the guinief has caplured the melodies
that have delighted the evergrowing Mosquitos
populstion — sudience-wise, that is! Original
compositions, Par Yowr Foai Dowa, and [
Know A Secret, a3 well a3 the new EP°s title
tame, will endure (he bands sacoes.

So0n 1o embark on-a major 1our, the Mos-

=

THE VOICE OF RECORD COLLECTING
OCT./NOV. ‘85 '

thie
EXLO» =gy y it s

guitos
Milllions, lain Morrison. Steven Prisco and
Miich Towse) hope 1o come 1o your Lown,
While it won"t be possible to bring the carndval
on the road, you can bet each performance will
be an event not 10 be missed. Catch “em when
they bBreese (1 mean buazel) ime town.

{featuring Vance Brescia, Tony
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The MOSE&UITOS

That Was Then, This Is
How!

Valhalla (VXS-6004)

If vou're attuned to the
latest trends in rock. Wil
kpnow that there's & sort of
garage band revival going on.
Actually. there have alwavs
been garage tands belting ouwt
sometimes clever and some-
times crode rock "n” roll, no
maiter whai the era. What is
hot these davs is the garage
band socund ala 1966, l.e.,
cheesy organ riffs, guitar fuzz,
and upheat. three chord
rhyvithms fortified with byrics
about adolescence and the
things that go with it

The Mosquitos have been
labeled a garage band and
linked to this revival. Mot
true. The Mosquitos are a
wonderful pop-rock cutfit out
of Long Island that seems to
have left the garage and base-
meni band mentality vears
ago. Possesiing a sound that is
richly melodic and tightly
woven, the Mosquitos are
purveyors of a ‘6ls pop sound
that is much more accessible
than 9 pereent of the current
garage band. revival stuff
a -

The songs that comprise
this most impressive [ive.
teack EP are carefully crafted
and remarkably solid on all
counts, and never fail to
reveal a ‘Bls umbilical chord.
The ringing guitars and clean
harmonies are giveaways
every time. 'l Know A
Secret” sounds very much like
“arshall Crenshaw had a
hand in writing it (he didn"t).
=If I'm Lucky™ does justice ta
every mid-6ls pop nuance 1n
mEmary.

All this is not to say the
Mosquitos are a G0s revivalist
band, either. Their sound may
indesd be strongly influenced
by ‘B8 sounds. but this is a
now band, plaving mow music,

{299 Madizon Ave., Ste
304, New York, MY 10017

Raobert Santeili

RECORD
COLLECTOR'S

marketplace

The Mosquitos
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