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ON MUSIC

The Garage Sound Is Alive

By Wayne Robins
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The bands are the Fuzztones, the
Mosquitos, the Vipers and the
Cheepskates, and all appear on the
recently released “Garage Sale,” on the
cassette-only Reachout International
(ROIR) label. The tape was released in
connection with Goldmine magazine,
which specializes in oldies and rock

collectibles.

“Neil Cooper of ROIR wanted to do a
tape with Goldmine,"” said Jeff Tamarkin,
the tape’s executive producer and the
magazine’s former editor. “I was thinking
along the lines of doo-wop, rockabilly, or
rare hits from the 19605, something
having to do with the magazine's
collector’s orientation.”

Tamarkin heard an unreleased tape of
a song by the Maosquitos, a Long Island
group that often appears at Sparks in
Huntington, played on WNYU-FM. He

. tracked down the band, and decided to

make an album featuring the work of
kindred groups devoted to exploring the
innocent aggression of such 1960s garage
group prototypes as the Seeds, the
Shadows of Knight, the Count Five,
Cannibal and the Headhunters and the
Blues Magoos.

Three of the New York-area bands on
the show and album — the Mosquitos,
the Vipers, and the Fuzztones
represent the best of the garage
sensibility. The Mosquitos seem to be the
most poised. On “Darn Well,” the
Maosquitos’ Vance Brescia maintains a
fine edge between sarcasm and
disappointment, sustaining a skillful rasp
as he emotes on a relationship gone sour.
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